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to be revealed, before private conference had with some perticuler
prudent person of their choise.
The Athenians knowing Aristides the Philosopher, to be a man
indued with singuler wisedome and vertue, made choyse of him to
have conference with Themystocles, and thereuppon to yeelde his
opinion to the Cittizens concerning the sayd device: which was, that
they might set on fire the Navie of theyr enemies, with great facilitie
as hee had layde the plotte: Aristides made relation to the Cittizens,
that the stratageme (devised by Themystocles) was a profitable
practise for the common wealth but it was dishonest. The Athenians
(without further demaunde what the same was) dyd by common
consent rejecte and condemne it, preferring honest and upright
dealing before profite.
By occasion of this historic, I drewe my selfe into a more deeper
consideration, of thys late undertaken voyage, whether it were as
well pleasing to almightie God, as profitable to men? as lawfull as it
seemed honourable. As well gratefull to the Savages, as gainfull to
the Christians. And upon mature deliberation, I founde the action
to bee honest and profitable, and therefore allowable by the opinion
of Aristides if he were nowe alive, which beeing by me heerein
sufficiently prooved, (as by Gods grace I purpose to doo) I doubt
not but that all good mindes, wyll endevour themselves to be
assistauntes to this so commendable an enterprise, by the valiant
and woorthy Gentlemen our Countrimen alreadie attempted and
undertaken.
Nowe whereas I doo understande that Sir Humfrey Gilbert, his
adherents, associates, and freendes doo meane with a convenient Apparation
supplie (with as much speede as may bee) to maintaine, pursue and in ^amdfor <*
followe, this intended voyage already in part performed, and (by
the assistaunce of almightie God) to plant themselves and theyr
people in the continent of the hether part of America, betweene the
degrees of 30. and 60. of septentrionall latitude. (Within which Englishmen.
degrees by computation Astronomicall and Cosmographicall are Ma. John
doubtles to be founde, all thinges that be necessarie profitable, or Hawkins Sir
delectable for mans life. The climate mylde and temperate, neither
too hotte nor too colde, so that under the cope of heaven there is not
any where to be founde a more convenient place to plant and mhabite
in: which manie notable Gentlemen, bothe of our owne nation and Ma. John
straungers (who have beene traveilers) can testifie: and that those Chester.
Countries are at this day inhabited with Savages who have no
1 Omitted by Hakluyt, in (1600), 167.
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